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SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE
Dear Bonita Unified School District Community,

As the new year progresses, I am excited to bring 
new life to one of our older traditions – a monthly 
update that recaps recent news and celebrates the 
successes of our students, teachers and staff. 

I would like to thank all our employees for their 
dedication and support, especially in the last several 
weeks, as our District navigated a surge in COVID-19 
cases. The commitment to our students is seen and 
valued by all of us, and it is one of many qualities 
that makes Bonita Unified an outstanding district. 

Those other qualities include our top-notch 

academics and wide variety of programs and 
extracurriculars – all of which help ensure that at 
Bonita Unified, there is truly a place for everyone.

I am excited to showcase how our students are 
striving for success in everything they do – and look 
forward to what 2022 has in store for our District.

 
Sincerely,

Carl J. Coles 
Superintendent

DISTRICT NEWS

BUSD to Shift 
to By-Trustee 
Area Elections
Bonita Unified School 
District is transitioning from 
“at-large” to by-trustee area 
elections for the Board of 
Education, a process that 
was aided by community 
input throughout the fall 
and winter.

On Feb. 9, the Board of 
Education selected to move 
forward with proposed 
map scenario 8 – which 
can be viewed on the 
District website – and will 
send the proposed map 
to the Los Angeles County 
Committee on School 
District Organization for 
final consideration. 
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At Bonita Unified, we emphasize the four As: Academics, Athletics, Arts and 
Activities. Below are some recent examples of how BUSD students, teachers 
and staff are demonstrating excellence in these areas.

ACADEMICS
Chaparral-Vista High School Celebrates Early Graduates
Ten students from Chaparral-Vista High School have achieved their goal of 
graduating early this year, prepared to live their purpose and find success in 
college and careers. MORE ON NEXT PAGE 

https://do.bonita.k12.ca.us/Trustee-Area-Process/index.html?fbclid=IwAR2R-OBJcyiIEfH2jkDUDcz7GW4MhTSV9YBj4CXJTFABAAe0Kmlzuph89_8
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ACADEMICS
Gladstone Elementary School Begins  
Schoolwide Reading of ‘The Lemonade War’
Gladstone Elementary started its schoolwide reading of 
“The Lemonade War” on Jan. 12, a novel by Jacqueline  
Davies about fourth-grader Evan Treski and sister Jessie 
Treski, whose different personalities clash as they ignite a 
lemonade stand war with each other. 
Gladstone Elementary School students are reading a  
chapter of the book together each week, encountering 
lessons in business and mathematics and exploring themes 
of kindness and respect.

ARTS
LHMS Band Director Performs in 2022 
Tournament of Roses Parade
In 1991, BUSD band director Kelly Leyva showcased her 
musical talent on a world stage, marching in the Tournament 
of Roses Parade as a student in Los Angeles Unified School 
District’s All District Honor Marching Band.
In a full-circle moment, Leyva returned to march the parade 
route again in the 2022 Tournament of Roses Parade – this 
time, as part of a 270-member marching band consisting of 
band directors from across the U.S. 
Leyva, who serves as the band director at Lone Hill Middle 
School and teaches introductory band classes at Allen  
Avenue, Ekstrand, Gladstone and Roynon elementary 
schools, was featured in the Inland Valley Daily Bulletin and 
shared her story on California School News Radio.

ATHLETICS
San Dimas High School Early Graduate Attends 
UCLA on Full-Ride Scholarship 

Bonita High School Student-Athlete Signs  
Letter of Intent

Recent San Dimas High School graduate Ally 
Lemos began her studies at UCLA in January, 
attending the prestigious university on a  
full-ride scholarship for soccer.
Lemos, who now plays midfielder for the 
Bruins, led the Saints to the Valle Vista 
League championship and first- 
ever regional title during their 2021 
season. She was also named to the 
2021 CIF-SS Division 4 and Valle Vista 
League first teams and the All-Area 
girls soccer team for the San Gabriel  
Valley, Pasadena and Whittier areas.

Bonita High School senior Kalim Mikhail has signed his letter 
of intent for Houston Baptist University, where he will  
continue his education and play Division 1 football next year. 

Mikhail’s success as part of the Bonita High School 
football program also earned him recognition 

from the San Gabriel Valley Tribune, Pasadena 
Star-News and Whittier Daily News, which 

named him to the San Gabriel Valley All-Area 
Team, first team defense. He was also  
recently named to the 2021 All-CIF  
Division 4 football team.
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MORE ON NEXT PAGE 

https://www.dailybulletin.com/2021/12/30/san-dimas-band-leader-reprises-rose-parade-appearance-31-years-later-amid-wave-of-fellow-directors
https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cHM6Ly9mZWVkcy5idXp6c3Byb3V0LmNvbS8xODUwMDk2LnJzcw/episode/QnV6enNwcm91dC05OTAzNjEx?sa=X&ved=0CAUQkfYCahcKEwigxunotcH1AhUAAAAAHQAAAAAQAg
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ARTS
Bonita High School Dance Teams Host  
Winter Dance Show for Family and Friends
Bonita High School’s D-Street and Dance Teams hosted 
a winter dance show for family and friends at the Bonita 
Center for the Arts on Jan. 14, celebrating their hard 
work and the camaraderie they have built during the 
year.
Throughout the night, the team put on fantastic 
performances — showcasing their high-energy 
routines and precise technique to create an enjoyable 
night for the team’s audience. 

ACTIVITIES
Roynon Elementary School Participates in 
the Great Kindness Challenge
Roynon Elementary School students, teachers, and staff 
participated in the Great Kindness Challenge from Jan. 
24 to 28, promoting kindness in their communities and 
creating positive impacts on each other’s lives.
Throughout the week, Roynon students learned about 
kindness and the significance of social-emotional 
learning (SEL) – the process of developing self-
awareness, self-control, and interpersonal skills that 
support success in school, work and life.
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BUSD Students Celebrate  
100 Days of School
Bonita Unified celebrated 100 days 
of school on Feb. 4 – a milestone 
marked by elementary school students 
dressing up as if they were 100 years 
old, bonding with their peers and 
reflecting on what they have learned 
so far in the 2021-22 school year. 
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